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n May I, 2021, Ir Ralph

Romain passed on just

before his B&8ih hirthday.

In his pereite e, be was
meentor 1o many m Trinidad and
Tobago and abroad. Al a miore gen-
eral level, be exemplified how diet
and exercise camn oiribube o kg
healehy life. He represented ihe
eounery in atnkerics ar the Masters'
Lavel across the world amd came
away wirh prizes in mary an &enl
ower the yers.

In the paahlic sphene, ke was s
mrich more than this, Ome of the
yiungest Permansns Secretarics In
the 19603 in the voung nation, he
was fired by the idea that the furure
off the country was carriad in the
bk bag of shadems.

Equigped with trainieg ar the
graduate level ai Ca Unirver-
gy, Roawain ok on the challenge
of creating an educational system
el o allosw edqiial oppoatuning
o quality eduwcation for 2l the chal-
diren of tve coanimy

The Education &ct of 1966 and
Ies early updates heralded a new
dezpensation. Curricula were {0 be
macdernized in keeping with the de
s off a rrarsformieg econosm
and developing society, therefore
meedig [0 replice irrelevam relics
of its colonial past.

Ramain was the archiect of (he
Fifteen Year Educational Plan 15062
1983, Its cenire plece was @ be
Jamior Secondary amed 3 Sentor Sec-
ordary Syspem which was designed
o apphe aerees the board. The new
schools were 1o affer a more ap
praprigte curriculum with 4 wider
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range of afferiegs than the 1radi-
tional schools which were them-
selves o b eqaipped owver dme o
prevvide Ehe new carmiculum s well.

ALL secomdary school sudenis
weire B0 be exposed to the same pro-
gramme o%eT a three year perind
and tr g8 the 14 Plus Examdnation
This was to determine the mix of
salvjets thar they waould pursee il
gaiming a place in whichever Senior
Schoal they waorild be enrolled,

The new programme at second-
ary level was o be suppormed wish
bigh quuality Facilities. Libraries in
schiols, equiipmeent for the teach
irgg of Home Economics, Imdustrial
Arts amd Techmical Subjects, An
dio-visigal Boomd, Mudic Booens,
Integraced Science were to be uni-
weradl in (e sysieis, and Agricul-
tural Science in some schools, Some
rraditional acadenmic subject: werne
retained like foreign languages -
mealndy Spamish, bur nog Larin,

In &ffect. the new system was
going 1 prosdde & hrosder
to stuchemts ot the end of the day.
Blost imporanidy, it was expecied
that mew sobjedts could Jead 1o
past-secondary and higher level
siudies just as the tradithond aca-
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that ALL snsdents were 1o sin the
M= Exam, which alone would de-
rermmine: thelr eniry i nes smge in
Ehe systen, the Senior Scheols with
foarrth and fifeh formes.

The mew Junior Secomdary
Schools would halfill the ohgective
of wide access by being gesgmaph-
ically distritusied in keeping with
the disrriburion of the popalstiem
and, throagh a shift systiem, caver
o weme tham radce the nusber of
children then emerng pubbchy pro-
vided secondary education. Liminsd
resogrrces prevented the building
oust of a5 many places as needed.

Moo, the Late 19606 into 1970
were a period of restveness as it
wpinhd e rexalied. The Goernmint
faced major opposition o proposed
changes o a mone democral and
equitable system, and to the change
in i wideing of the secomdary

ramme,

Indeed, the pressure was so in-
tense and relentless thar Bomain
became the first casualty in the
aitempt o placate the Denomina-
rional Boarnds. Ar that polng in e,
their mheal were @ill dommant
provelders in the secondary secar.

Eomain wis remned B0 8 noi-
descript position as Special Adviser
with & desk somswhers ¢l in the

B curitoimier barys dema orandgas at a fruit stall in 50 Jasss, Pot-ol-Spain, yesterday.

PICTURE AKISTO ALVES

Gosprmmen! Enreaicracy. This was
the noemal postimg for fop keved ol
clals whi fell aut of feeour with the
palitical directorite at the Hme.

There was anmber major casualty.
The Ministry of Education recodled
from adopiing a system wide shift
o & panior Secondary Syatem &nd &
Senior secondary System.

This has megn| thit the e Jui-
ior Schwcls and the sub-
s Senior SecondaTy sohocks
woere ill-starred from early. Few over
thir decadkes have boen ahle to ower
come the semse of being relegabed
o education of lnwer quality than
what i3 availalde in the tradiional
schonls,

Studemts gl ceaditanal achoods
meeveT had bo sit any 14+ Exam, and
o enory e Audei wis sfoimal-
ically guaranteed five vears of sec-
iy education,

The fact that studends mamy she-
denits who gof paced &1 the new
Jundor Secondary were no less
barighs than the twenny peroent &
lectesd Tor entry by Denomanational
Schonbs was ot known hy the gen
el publc, Imndeed, some of ach
students might actually have scored
Frgghieer itiear ks theanh mnarny of e for-
e 30 ETE.

Thiz unforrunate policy reves-
=1l has had a terrible result on the
delivery of secondary edacarion
im the country that has persisted
o ihis day, ultimately impacting
om the preparation of the national
lahaur force. There ks aban the pey
chodeggical mmpadt on many an in-
divldual student, thedr paremits and
even teachers in the system. Thal
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casially has remalned with us for
oot fioar decades,

Ramain, the nther casualry, fGred

much better. He dikl mot stay lor
b, ar the desk of Special Adviser
Alver a brief imterude ecmring al
a WS Tertiary Inszinuion, he was oo
Jisii the imternational public service
through the World Bank and URE-
SO0, retiring finally Trom the For-
T,
s rodie o 1he years was large v
o promote the widening of educa-
tinnal opportunicy in ather eourn
trie=. The World Bank fself was 1o
take on hoard the kmiman capleal
revolidion whicheslablished that
imvestment in human capial s a
key [actor in productivity growth
and ecomomic Imnsformanon.

In Trierdcdad amd Teobugo, Rosnain
was ahle to achieve educatiomal
change in loem o terms of wide ac-
cess. However, the objective of eg-
wiry, and therefore, of subsmnoe, B
cherhy =il to ke realized.

He might have enjoped o good
compeersabion package 2= an inder-
ranonal public sereamt hur he might
Fave el better rewanrded il our
caunery had not impased a sense of
irndaie mediocrity & Besl aisd Gailure
at worst, inchildren at age Il in chear
il Being sedected For ode of the
rraditional academic schools. Other
coumiries whoss Sevelopiment we
Fave come to adonime have made no
asch mistake,

Romain, the imternational public
servand, wirltld have seen in ki sub
sequent emough ol such examples of
wihat we could have schieved here
ander his watch

Extabinhed in 1954




